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patkin was appointed to command the troops on the Aus-
trian front.
I deem it my duty to say that as long as the responsible
Cabinet Ministers were unanimous in their negative atti-
tude toward an aggressive policy in Korea, the Be^obrazov
coterie remained powerless, in spite of its influence upon His
Majesty. The situation radically changed when Minister
of the Interior Plehve openly joined Bezohrazov. It Fas
only then that the Emperor went over to Bezobrazov. For
some time a duel had been going on between the latter and
myself, and His Majesty 'was hesitating as to whether he
should sacrifice him or me.
With the creation of the post of viceroy, Alexeyev and
Bezobrazov openly took into their hands the direction of
our Far-Eastern policy.    They elaborated grandiose fan-
tastic schemes of exploiting our Far-Eastern possessions,
among which they reckoned Manchuria and northern Korea.
For that purpose they intended the Eastern-Chinese Rail-
way Corporation and the Russo-Chinese Bank.   It was
contemplated also to attract foreign investors.   While I
was still Minister, Bezobrazov visited me several times and
explained to me his fantastic projects.    He found noth-
ing but indifference, on my part, and an unwillingness to let
him spend Treasury funds.   The 2,000,000 rubles credit
granted to'him early in 1903 was soon exhausted, and the
various enterprises started by him in Manchuria were left
In pecuniary straits, for the colossal profits from,the forest
business existed only on paper and the other enterprises also
proved a failure.  They only aroused against us the Chinese
and deepened the suspicions of the Japanese.
In September the Emperor went to Germany and stopped
at JDarmstadt By that time the influence of the Foreign
Minister on the Far-Eastern affairs had been almost com-
pletely eliminated His Majesty conferred directly with
Viceroy Alexeyev, without resorting to Count LamsdoriFs